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By letter dated 1/19/67, Fred . Vinson, Jr., Assistant 
Attorney General, Criminal Division, advised that the above-naned _ 
+ individuals were prominently mentioned in hearings recently by P 
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| ttee on Contrects, Comittee oa: 14% 
stration, per eer by the Bouse Committee 
@a Education and Labor. _—si. a 


Rr. Vinson's letter sian advice es to any sheeted 
gurvéillance by this Bureau with respect to captioned persons, and 
zeqestad that he be furni the categories of information enumerated 
fn hie letter dated 13/3 


By airtel Gated 1/12/67 captioned Pesarthent Inquiries | 
Concerning EKlectrooic Surveillance Cove va hee. " Bureau field offices wer 
furnished Mr. Vinason'’s letter dated 13/2 as referred to above. 
This letter captioned, “Electronic Surveillance Znformation Requests, * 
had tin attachment thereto, dated Re at These two letters are 
designated as Exhibit B to: :buairte 1/13/e7, " 


b< 


In view of the indicated tlose association of tioned 
individuals, all offices receiving this communication are review 
its files as to the above-named individuals with respect to I tens 
A through I set forth in the sample memorandum enclosed with 
ar. Vinson's letter of 13/2/66, as referred to above. 


: during examination ef files, it is found any office 
@bhat any oF sae three individuals were employed or ciled ia 
any Be. Bg not receiving a copy cof this com cation, teletype 
instructions are to be forwarded to such offices for a check of . 
indices. Bureau is to be advised if such leads are sent to say .. 3 
other offices. i | tee “2 
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Cs, Atia 
+ CONGRESSMAN & nta 
s ante ae 


_ Rach sti ineatructed to sutel results ef indices 
check and if logs and related material involved, they are te be - 
forwarded immediately by cover airtel. In the event there is 

wnavoidable delay is ssion of ag ge information, proamptiy 

advise Bureau by telet of reasons for the delay and wes the 
information will be gubmitted. In replying to these instructions 

Rist each mame which was searched in your index. Jn setting forth 

the categories of information requested, key your answers to the 

sane letter designation used in the Department’s sample dated 

11/3/66. Assure that you respond positively to both questions 

Band EB. With regard Ztems C and D, advise whether trespase 

involved and dates and place of operation of installation. 
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If positive information regarding electronic coverage is... 
 @eveloped, forward to the Bureau two Xeréz copies of all logs and/or ::..° 
basic materials pertinent to this inquiry. If a log in qestion is 
d by memoranda, airtel or other communication, such documents 
will be part of the basic material required. Reports should not be 


eubsitted ta the Bureas, : 


It is recognized that in some instances information from 
an electronic tape was dictated directly in memorandum or airtel | 
Zora; and in euch instances the memoranda, airtel or other . : 
communication will be the basic material in lieu of a log. Only 
data reduced to written form is desired. Wo tapes are to be | 
forwarded; however, you should specifically advise if tapes are 
available in those instances where positive information is subaitted. 
In the event offices other than the office of origin have had 
coverage, it will be the responsibility of the Washington Field 
Office to resolve any questions of identity arising therefran. 


A check of Bureau cial Indices reflects the following 
weferences (enclosed herewith) to captioned individuals. 


, Sutel results of your reviews by 1/26/67 and if logs and 
related material involved, forward immediately by cover airtel....-::. 
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Document(s) originating with the following government agency(ies) 
, was/were forwarded to them for direct response to you. 


Page(s) referred for consultation to the following government agency(ies). 
as the information originated with them. You will 


- be advised of availability upon retum of the materia! to the FBI. 


Page(s) withheld for the following reason(s): 


For your information: 


The following number is to be used for reference regarding these pages: 


100- F1230-a8S enclosure 
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Memorandam 4 ee 
ro : Director ee 
Federal Bureau of Investigation | Janary 19 1967 


maou : Fred M. Vinson, Jr. : jms 
_° Assistant Attorney Genefal 771 
_ Criminal] Divisfen 


sus ject Congressman Adam Cla at 


- House Cemmittee on Education and 


= The above-named individuals were prominently oe . 


in Hearings recently concluded by the Special Subcommittee on > 
Contracts, Committee on House Administration concerning 
expenditures by the House Committee on Education and Labor. 


Would you please advise us as to any electronic 
surveillance by your agency with respect to these persons, - 
setting forth the categories of information enumerated in my 
memorandum to you dated December 2, 1966, 
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Date: 1/25/67 


"(Type in plaintext er code) 


SAC, PHOENIX (105-2361) (C) 


comens wy ADAM CLAYTON ‘POWELL 
ormer airman; 

1) PeINQOMATIS ast 
ELECTRONIC SURVEILLANCES K Litt OP Meat i 


00: WFO HEREIN {3 pit Mai FS: Sv 
Buded: 1/26/67 DATE 3 v i> ZS 


Re Bureau airtel to Atlanta, bec: np 
and PX tel to Bureau 1/25/67, 


Indices of the Phoenix Division tain no 
information identifiable with either 


The following information, believed to pertain 
to Congressman ADAM CLAYTON POWELL, is being submitted in 
accordance with the guidelines set out in Exhibit B to 
Bureau airtel dated 1/12/67; 

(a) No. Congressman“ADAM CLAYTON POWELL has 
never been the subject of an electronic surveillance of 
any type by the Phoenix Division of the FBI. 
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> Phoenix (105-2361) 
2a 5 aa230- -292- 
| _ Director, Far 
conciasnes ADAM CLAYTON POWELL 
FORNER CHAIRMAN, ET AL. 


ELECTRONIC SURVEILLANCES 
00s WFO 


Reurairtel 1-25-67, and reurtel 1-26-67. 


Enclosed for Phoenix are two Xerox copies each of a 
log dated 1-1-63, as well as Phoenix letter to Bureau dated 
1-23-62. These enclosures were originally transmitted to the 
Bureau by reairtel and are being returned to Phoenix in accordance 
with its request in retel. 


Enclosures (4) 
1 - Washington Field (For Information) 


Coa eit we 


NOTE: The material being returned to Phoenix sets forth 
information from a monitored conversation in which 
Congressman Powell was merely mentioned. Inasmuch as 
Powell was not a participant in the conversation \. 
(per Phoenix tel 1-26-67) ) the material is being returned 
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Reference is - cee Yess e-revte an 


January 19, 1967, concerning captioned matter, 


A rev riate records of this Bureau 
reflects that was neither the subdject 
any Bureau elec © surveillance nor a perticipast ia 


any conversation overheard by any Bureau electronic device. 


See meno A. Rosen to Mr. .DeLorct. 
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indicated, explain this deletion. 


Deleted under exemption(s) ak: Wc. with no segregable 


material available for release to you. 


Information pertained only to a third party with no reference to you or the subject of your request. 
Information pertained only to a third party. Your name is listed in the title only. 


Document(s) originating with the following government agency(ies) 
, was/were forwarded to them for direct response to you. 


Page(s) referred for consultation to the following government agency(ies). 
as the information originated with them. You will 
| be advised of availability upon retum of the material to the FBI. 
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n addition to the above, Congressman Povell also 
appeared as a participant only in conversations overheard 
. by Bureau telephone surveillance on the Headquarters, 
Southern Christian Leadership Council, 330 Auburn Avenue, , 4 
Northeast, Atlanta, Georgia, June 4, 1965, and July 20, 1965. — 


The aforementioned conversations of Congressrian 
Powell are reflected in the logs maintained for the dates 
indicated, One copy each of the pertinent portions of ‘these 
logs is transmitted herewith, The information in these logs 
regarding Congressman Porell‘’s conversations was not furnished 
in any manner to any other agency with the exception of the - 
conversation of Powell overheard on July 20, 1965, by the 
telephone surveillance on the Southern Christian Leadership 
Council. This conversation reinted to Povell's attenpt to 
arrange a meeting with the Reverend Hartin — — at 


7. 


Washington, D. C., on July 21, 1965, 4 ‘ 


The pertinent portions of this conversation were 
summarized in a memorandum of our Atlanta office dated 
July 21, 1965, captioned “ilartin Luther King, Jr., Security 
Matter - C." The information therein was attributed to a 
confidential source and the mezorandum was classified . ; 
"Sccret.” A copy of this nenorandum was disseninated to the 
Crininal and Internal Security Divisions of the Department, 
as well as to the United States Secret Service and the. 
Departnuents of the Arny, Navy and Air Force. ‘ 

The telephone surveillances referred to iets in 
which QPor Fovell was a participant did not involve © 
trespass and the installation and opcration of each weze ' 
approved by the then Attorneys Genersl,. All of these telephone 
surveillances were conducted in connection with investigations 
| OAaseng to internal security matters. \. 7 
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AGI. Me wes 


The Acting Attorney General 
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It is suggested the Department check with ether 
Vederal investigative agencies to determine whether any 
electronic devices were maintainod such agencies which 
might pertain to captioned indivi ° 
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A @- The Deputy Attorney General 


2 <r, Fred #. Vinson, Jr. 
Assistant Attorney General 
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Accounting & Fraud Section 
General faveationtive Division 


Results of Special Indices | 
Search (attach separate 
sheet, if necessary) 
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Adam Clayton Powell 
Congressman; 

Former Chairman House 
Committee on Education 
and Labor) 
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CONGRESSMAN ADAM CLAYTON POWELL. ET AL. ELECTROWIC SURVEILLA® 
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RE BUREAU AIRTEL TO ATLANTA AND OTHER OFFICES 
DATED JANUARY TWENTY THREE LAST. 
«A REVIEW OF LOS ANGELES DIVISION FILES DOES SOT ~ 
* DISCLOSE THAT CAPTIONED SUBJECTS WERE MOWITORED BY ELECTROWIC gab. 
SURVEILLANCES OPERATED BY THIS OFFICREC W 4-5, 12.30% 
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Enclosed are two Xerox copies of log of technical 
surveillance from ED :. 0: 1/16/46 which mentions >» 
the mere Congressman LL. 


For future guidance, thé Bureau is requested to 
advise whether information is required in situations such as 
this where a person on which inquiry is made was not the 
subject of an electronic surveillance or was not present at 
or_a participant in conversations overheard by an electronic 
device but who was mentioned in conversations between other 
individuals who were presént at or participated in conver- 
Sations that were i ° Fo apne c surveillance. 
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U.S. District Judge John Lewis Smith, Jr., and sent to 
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REpUTEL TO ATLANTA JANUARY TWENTYSIX SIXTYSEVES, 
A UFORMAT IO‘ SET FORTH IN ATLANTA AIRTEL JANUARY TWENTYFIVE SO. 
“SIXTYSEVEN RE CAPTIONED MATTER PERTAINED TO TECHWICAL SURVEILLANCE .” 
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“-  ° Phis is in connection with the mookedeakte Sie 
of 1/19/67 asking for advice as to any Bureau electronic 3 
surveillance with respect to captioned persons. This is for’ . 
, the Department's use in the future in making a determination, 
based on an over-all evaluation of Powell's activities, as t 
, whether the FBI should be requested to conduct investigation 
) Fegarding possible Federal violations, A congressional — 


comittes is currently inquiring into Powell's activities, >—0 


m A check of Bureau Special Indices and file revie ie 
in the sixteen.’ pertinent field offices showed a 
was never monitored in any manner by the FBI. 
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Memorandum to Mr. DeLoach 
RE: CONGRESSMAN ADAM CLAYTON POWELL 


2 . Mone of these installations involv 
and the installation and operation of each 
the then Attorneys General. All were conducted in oe 
connection with national security. Powell's conversations © * 

' pertained to appointments for meetings or speaking engagements 
and brief remarks concerning the then current racial, labor 
or veteran issues, 


RECOMMENDATION 


: | Attached for approval is a letter to the Acting 

Attorney General furnishing information requested in connection S$” 
with the appearance ae Congressman Powell 
before our telephone surveiliances. This letter points out 

that the installation and operation of each of these 


installations, none involving trespass, was authorized by 
the then Attorneys General, 


The letter sets forth that it is classified "Secret" 


since the unauthorized disclosure of the information could | 
result in serious damage to the national interest. The letter 
asks that Bureau be advised prior to disclosing any information 
fram our telephone surveillances and also suggests the 
Department . contact other Federal investigative agencies 

to determine if they had any electronic coverage of captioned 
individuals. : 
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Bet CONGRRSSAAN ADAM GUAYTON POMEL = CONFIDENTIAL 


; By letter dated 1/19/67, Assistant Attorney SEDRET, 
Fred M. Vinson, Jr., asked for Bureau advice as to any 
electronic surveillance by this Bureau with respect to 
captioned individuals. Mr. Vinson's letter did not indicate 
what laws were believed to have been violated. Accordingly, 

a check was made with the Department and it was determined ec 
that the information concerning the involvement of Povell, 

mn electronic surveillances will be used by 

partment, together with information the Department 

receives from the results of congressional inquiries which 
have or are being conducted into Powell's activities, in a 
decision as to whether any investigation of Powell's” activities 
will be requested of the FBI by the Department. 


To date the Department is deferring such a decision . 
pending a completion of congressional hearings currently being 
held. The Department is in possession of the report of the 
House Committee on Administration, which was referred to the 
Department by a minority member of that Committee. This 
report indicates that Powell and members of his staff have 
been responsible for salary payments to individuals who did 
not perform work on Powell's Committee as well as irregularities 
concerning travel expense incurred in connection with the 
Committee's work. 7 


In gathering the material requested by the Department 
a check was made of Bureau Special Indices, as well as the 
sixteen field offices, covering residences and employments hes 
of GEE: Powell. | 


ck, with respect to Qin 
was neither the direct subject of any 
electron lance of this Bureau nor a participant 


in any conversation overheard by any Bureau electronic device. 
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‘ -: PowelIsconversations overheard by these fCelephone *. 
eurveillances related to appointments for meetings, speaking < . 
engagements, brief comments concerning the racial issue ia |:, _ 
labor matters, employment practices with regard to Negro -°'” 
veterans, including legislation being considered at the tine 
with regard to these matters. The conversations of Powell 
overheard by our telephone surveillance on the Southern 
Christian Leadership Council related to Powell's attempts 
he arrange a conference with the Reverend Martia Luther 

eg. 


Hone of the information relating to these i 

conversations was furnished to any other agency in any manner 
except the conversation of Powell overheard on 7/20/65 by 
Bureau telephone surveillance on the Southern Christian 
Leadership Council. The pertinent facts with respect to 
Powell's attempt to arrange a meeting with Mr. King at 
Washington, D. C., on 7/21/65 were summarized in letterbead 
memorandum form with the source appropriately concealed, 
The letterhead memorandum was disseminated to the Departzent, 
Arny, Navy, Air Force, and Secret Service b goutias elie on 
7/22/65. Memorandum was captioned "Martin Luther King, dr.; 
Security Matter - C." | 
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Memorandum to Mr. DeLoach : 
RE: CONGRESSMAN ADAM CLAYTON POWELL 


“ . ae PA 
- ss Xm addition, we also suggested that the Departnent « 
_ check with other agencies to determine whether any electronic 


devices intained by such agencies which might pertain Co 
a Congressman Powell. 
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